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NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 135 


Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, 
Assay Department, 
September 9, 1885 


Sir: 


In reply to the letter of Timothy Conklin, inquiring why the refining charge was made up 
on the whole number of ounces, and not merely upon the amount required to be refined to raise 
the whole to standard, I may state that there is no such provision in our tariff of charges, as 
relating to silver purchase. 


It is not very often that Silver bullion below standard is of such quality that the 
refinement of a small portion of it will make the whole mass fit for coinage. 


Very Respectfully, 
Jacob B. Eckfeldt 
Assayer 


Hon. Daniel M. Fox 
Superintendent &c &c 


